
adapted from “Ninpo: Living and Thinking as a Warrior” © 1988 Jack Hoban
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Ten Ryaku No Maki – “Heaven Strategy Book”
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Chi Ryaku No Maki – “Earth Strategy Book”
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Jin Ryaku No Maki – “Man Strategy Book”
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3 Ninjas. Mighty Morphin Rangers. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Beverly Hills Ninja.

Children have a fascination with the mysterious Ninja warriors of ancient Japan. Every

Halloween they go trick-or-treating as Ninja – dressed in black, wearing hoods and

sporting plastic Ninja swords. Fortunately the image of the Ninja in our society today

is shifting to a more accurate depiction than the sinister henchman image of the 1980s.

Ninja were not evil assassins who killed for fun. Ninja did engage in guerrilla warfare

and espionage when necessary, but for the most part they were ordinary people who

developed certain skills in order to survive the difficult times in feudal Japan’s

history.
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The Roots of Ninjutsu

Although there has been an evolution of Ninjutsu as a life philosophy over the

centuries, the fundamental principles have remained virtually unchanged. Togakure

ryu Ninjutsu is more than 800 years old. Except for a relatively short period of

notoriety prior to the reign of the Tokugawas, the art lived quietly in the hearts

of just a few people. The Ninja were a separate society from the urban centered

ruling class and the non-privileged classes which served them. Consider the gulf

that must have existed between the new American government and the American Indians

during the first 125 years following the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

Although this is an incomplete and potentially misleading analogy, it may give you

a better understanding on how Ninjutsu may have developed as a counterculture to

the samurai-dominated Japanese society.
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* During the American Revolution, British Red Coats, accustomed to marching to

battle in orderly phalanxes, were decimated by camouflaged Green Mountain Boy

guerrilla forces shooting from behind trees. The Red Coats must have felt the

same way. America won the war, however, so our history books do not stress the

British side of the story.
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History of the Togakure Ryu – A historical look at the

oldest school of ninjutsu still practiced today. The Togakure Ryu is over 900 years

old! Find out how it all started.

Other Cool Stories…

Jutaro and the Bridge

This is a story from when Jutaro (Takamatsu Sensei’s name as a young man) was 18 years

of age. In his father’s factory they needed about 330 gallons of clear water a day.

Every morning, using a pole and four buckets, Jutaro brought all of the water to the

factory. This was a feat that no one else could perform. The water came from the mouth

of a stone turtle, which consistently gave out clear water. This turtle was located a

little way down from Maruyama mountain, which was sever to eight blocks away from the

factory, Each load weighed 529 pounds and a total of five trips from the turtle were

needed. Jutaro said that this was perfect for conditioning his legs and waist.
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The Story of Sasuke Sarutobi

Sasuke Sarutobi, one of the heroes of ninjutsu, was created in Tachikawa literature at

the end of the meiji period. Up until that time, the general image of ninjutsu was

related to black arts, witchcraft, magic, hobgoblins, thieves, and assassins. Sasuke

was a mischievous boy. Books describe him as an innocent child with a strong sense of

justice. In the stories, great importance was placed on humor, with actual combat

considered secondary.
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Takamatsu in China
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This is a story from when Jutaro (Takamatsu Sensei) was 26 years old. In various

places in China he entered martial arts contests and was never beaten. So, he was

recommended to be the chairman of the Japanese Association of Young Martial

Artists.
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